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General — The planned flotilla to Israel as part of the Global Sumud Flotilla

The planned flotilla to Israel as part of the Global Sumud Flotilla is not a one-off event but part
of a multi-layered framework operating in a “dynamic-decentralized” mode. This framework is
based on three main axes:

1.

Civil-public axis, led by the March to Gaza movement and BDS organizations, which provides
on-the-ground infrastructure, recruitment and logistics systems and public support. This axis
deploys local activists in different countries, establishes ties with local authorities, activates
student communities and encourages attendance at demonstrations and disruptions at ports. A
major outcome of this activity is continuous public noise — protests in more than a hundred
locations — designed to establish a pro-Hamas presence in the civil space and exert “legitimate”
pressure on ports and shipping companies.

Palestinian-international axis, led by Global March to Gaza, which provides spokesperson
leadership, inter-continental coordination and propaganda. It coordinates schedules, narratives
and international fundraising channels and can redirect the focus of activity according to the
changing reality — for example, after the land march from Africa was blocked, the effort returned
to the maritime flotilla. This axis operates varied public relations channels such as webinars,
Telegram channels and an influencer network, including figures identified with Hamas.

Religious axis, led by the Algerian initiative and the Association of Muslim Scholars. This axis
supplies ideological framing, normative backing and historic links to the Muslim Brotherhood and
Hamas. It is critical in building legitimacy, whitewashing the resistance narrative and presenting
the activity as a moral-humanitarian struggle.

Combining the three axes creates an integrated framework that presents itself as humanitarian
but in practice provides legitimacy, cognitive cover and sometimes logistical assistance to terror
networks.

As part of the research, an extensive OSINT review of March to Gaza activity was conducted to
identify links between the organization and individuals driving the activity. It found that
discourse and field activity are led by several organizers who operate mainly through a central
Telegram group that serves as the management hub for all demonstrations, instructions,
documentation and publications. The findings indicate that the planned Global Sumud Flotilla
is operated by an international network with ties to the Hamas terrorist organization, the
Muslim Brotherhood and other extremist groups.

Analysis of Activity Organizers

Yahia Sarri



Yahia Sarri

Yahia Sarri serves as the chairman of the Algerian Initiative to Support Palestine and is
considered one of the central figures who initiated and led the “Sumud convoy”

(4 3 sanall L813) — 5 [and convoy from Algeria meant to demonstrate popular solidarity with
the residents of Gaza and turn support for Palestine into action on the ground.! The Sumud
convoy is part of the Global March to Gaza, and in practice Abu Keshk was among the global
organizers of the convoy while Sarri led the Algerian component.?

An unofficial Facebook post noted connections between Abu Keshk and Sheikh Yahia Sarri. The
post describes both men as the architects of the campaign (apparently referring to the Sumud
convoy) and claims that although they belong to different Islamic factions they share a similar
agenda and funding source.

Many Egyptian news sites and military analysts contended that the Muslim Brotherhood stood
behind the “Sumud convoy” headed by Sarri.? Political and military analyst Brigadier General
Hatem Atif, a former senior officer in the Egyptian army, warned that although the convoy
appeared to be a civilian and spontaneous activity expressing solidarity with Gaza, in practice it
was pre-planned and orchestrated by the international Muslim Brotherhood.* He also
highlighted Abu Keshk’s ties to Sarri and noted that Abu Keshk serves as a representative of
the Palestinian youth network in Spain, a network under the “Union of Muslim Councils in
Europe” that unites Islamic organizations supporting the Muslim Brotherhood across the
continent.” Atif further noted Sarri’s ideological background, calling him one of the leaders of
the Association of Muslim Scholars — the historic arm of the Muslim Brotherhood in Algeria.
Sarri espouses a Salafi-Jihadist ideology and previously said that “the fatwas of Daesh were
correct but their application was wrong,” an expression of his ideological background.®
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Sarri was documented in 2022 in direct connection with senior Hamas officials at a conference
in Algeria in support of Palestinians. Senior Hamas leaders Zaher Jabarin and Osama Hamdan
attended, and a photo shows Sarri standing alongside Hamdan among Algerian officials and
Hamas leaders.
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Sarri with Hamas officials

In addition to his senior roles, Sarri is in the leadership of the Algerian Muslim Scholars
Association (Arabic: (i jall Gaeludll clalall 4202) ) established in 1931 under French rule.
Founded by Sheikh Abd al-Hamid Ibn Badis, its aim was to preserve the Arab-Islamic identity of
the Algerian people and provide Islamic and Arabic education in place of French education.”®

In January 2024 Sarri met publicly with senior Hamas official Bassem Naim, head of Hamas’s
foreign relations department, as part of his initiative to assist Gaza. The meeting was meant to
express Hamas’s gratitude for Algerian support of Gaza and the Palestinian struggle, strengthen
ties with civil and religious initiatives in Algeria and highlight a strategic partnership between
Hamas and religious and social circles in North Africa.’

7 https //oulama.dz/tag/s,bo-w=y-guidl/; https://radioalgerie.dz/news/ar/content/169847.html
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Association-of-Algerian-Muslim-Ulama;
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Sarri meeting Hamas

At the annual iftar event of the Algerian Islamist party Movement of Society for Peace
(unrelated to Palestinian Hamas) in March 2024, both Sami Abu Zuhri, a senior Hamas official,
and Sarri participated. Abu Zuhri praised Algeria’s positions and support for Gaza, while Sarri
took part in the spiritual session concluding the conference. Their shared presence at this
prominent official event provides another direct link between Hamas leadership and Sarri.*°
Beyond all these roles, Sarri heads a Relief Committee under the Algerian Scholars Association,
through which over the years indications of aid from Algeria to Gaza have emerged.*!

The connection between the Muslim Scholars Association and the Muslim Brotherhood
A historical photo of an assembly of religious scholars shows al-Bashir al-lbrahimi (one of the

founders of the association), Mustafa al-Siba‘i (general supervisor of the Muslim Brotherhood
in Syria) and Sayyid Qutb (a senior figure in the Muslim Brotherhood). The image illustrates the
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close ties between the Muslim Brotherhood and the Algerian Muslim Scholars Association since
its inception. 12131415

Khaled Safi

Khaled Safi

Khaled Safi (Arabic: 8= A1) is a media and social-network activist born in Gaza'® who became
known as a blogger and prominent digital influencer. In 2012 he won the “Best Arab Blog”
award in a Deutsche Welle competition and over the last decade has established himself as a
prominent voice from Gaza.l” Safi is a member of the Palestinian Journalists Syndicate and
works as an instructor in new media and blogging.'® He maintains a personal website and social
media platforms with a large audience — his X account has more than 330,000 followers.*® In
addition to his online activity, Safi hosted a weekly radio show called “Technical Pages”, which
discussed technology and new media??; episodes of the show aired on “Voice of al-Aqsa,” a
radio station affiliated with the Hamas government in Gaza.?!

Although Safi is not formally affiliated with Hamas, there are significant connections between
him and Hamas:

12
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e  Work in Hamas-affiliated media: Safi served as a graphic designer and content provider
at the Shehab news agency. Shehab was founded in Gaza in 2007 and is clearly
identified with Hamas, functioning as a media arm promoting Hamas positions.??
According to reports, Facebook suspended Shehab’s page due to “violating policy
against violence” in relation to Hamas content.?® His work at Shehab puts him in direct

professional contact with Hamas media.
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Facebook suspension of Shehab News Agency

e Identification with Hamas narrative: In his social media activity Safi often expresses
support for Palestinian resistance in Gaza, including Hamas’s military wing. For example,
in November 2023 he posted on Twitter paying tribute to the “martyr” Anas al-Sharif?*,
who was a Hamas operative disguised as a journalist at al-Jazeera.?

22 https://ijnet.org/en/story/ijnet-journalist-month-khaled-safi;
https://rsf.org/en/country/palestine#:~:text=Palestine%20,The%20Gaza%20Strip

23 https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/he/p120"D-1T-5Y-DNNN-9W-NIYTNN-INN-NN'AD/

24 https://x.com/khaledsafi/status/1954786132626972977?s=46

25
https://www.facebook.com/100064604443012/posts/1301737958656340/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=Zmmn
rbcv5iyASkbg
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Safi praise of Hamas

e  Proximity to Hamas and Islamic Jihad environment: Safi frequently covers and
comments on events in Gaza, including activities of Hamas’s military wing (the
al-Qassam Brigades). He openly supports Hamas leaders and mourns those killed during
the “Iron Swords” war.26?” In one post he wrote, for example, that Mohammad Deif,
the commander who ignited the “al-Aqgsa Flood”, left an enduring inspiration for
fighters and hope for victory.

Collaborations and appearances with Saif Abu Keshk

During 2025 Safi joined the organizers of Gaza March. Abu Keshk, the initiative’s spokesperson,
said about 4,000 activists from 80 countries intended to participate in the march to Gaza.?8%°
Safi helped promote the activity; he hosted an online discussion titled “The Popular Effort to
Break the Siege” with Abu Keshk and other members of the march team3%!, serving as
moderator. This appearance indicates public cooperation with Abu Keshk.

Online discussion with Abu Keshk

%6 https://x.com/khaledsafi/status/18850227045389517427s=46

27 https://x.com/khaledsafi/status/18850227045389517427s=46

28 https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2025/5/25/ e -lyw-83¢ - Jg>-blozy-dlg3-32- (po-allxi
29 https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2025/5/25/ ;e -lypw-83¢ - Jg> 0 -Iodozy-dl g 3-32- (o -l =i
30 https://x.com/KhaledSafi/status/1929504006126145741

31 https://www.facebook.com/61552274876633/photos/122224651214075829/
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Paris Laftsis

Paris Laftsis

Paris Laftsis manages the March to Gaza Greece group and is a central figure in the
organization, acting as the main coordinator of activity in Greece. On the Telegram group he



spreads information about demonstrations and gatherings. Laftsis was one of the leaders of the
“March to Gaza” delegation last June; members of the delegation were arrested upon landing
in Cairo. In an interview he gave to the Greek news site IN.GR he described the arrest and the
treatment delegation members received from Egyptian authorities3233, In addition to this
activity, Laftsis began to promote organization of flotillas to Gaza under the

Global Sumud Flotilla, which arose after the march in Egypt failed.

Laftsis demonstration

Saif Abu Keshk

Saif Abu Keshk3 is active in senior positions in several organizations. He serves as chairman of
the International Coalition against the Israeli Occupation®, spokesperson for

Global March to Gaza and one of the senior figures in the organization3®. In addition,

Abu Keshk acts as spokesperson and coordinator of the “Sumud Flotilla”

(Global Sumud Flotilla)3” — an international initiative promoting flotillas to Gaza with the aim of
“breaking Israel’s maritime blockade of Gaza.” In June 2025, Egyptian authorities arrested

Abu Keshk, who was responsible for organizing the March to Gaza delegation3?; at the same
time Paris Laftsis was also detained. All March to Gaza organizations, including in Greece, called
for his release. No definitive data were found on direct links between Abu Keshk and Laftsis,
but since Abu Keshk is the chief coordinator of March to Gaza and publications on

March to Gaza Greece social media channels mention him as leading overall activity, it is
assessed that there are direct connections between them.

32 https://www.facebook.com/plaftsis

33 https://www.in.gr/2025/06/12/world/ithelan-na-mas-apelasoun-anepisima-o-p-laytsis-melos-tis-
ellinikis-apostolis-sto/

34 https://arabi21.com/story/1688621/3j< - JI-dued o)1 juuned - pawl2- & axied - Jaini- 4 powdl-Olaluwll

3 https://www.ncpalestine.org/en/news/lkaaa-tshbyky-almotmr-alotny-alflstyny-ygmaa-aaadaoh-Inkash-
sfn-ksr-alhsar?utm_source=chatgpt.com

36 https://www.watanserb.com/en/2025/06/19/global-gaza-march-leader-condemns-egypts-crackdown-
on-peace-activists/

37 https://www.aljazeera.net/amp/news/2025/8/4/ )l gall- &l iusy - glnis - gouadl-J gouw;
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DNBaOr1vrFY/?igsh=MTlyM2p0ZWFucmF3aA==
38 https://www.instagram.com/p/DLAIPWBIchx/?igsh=MTVvM3RjMjJub2FkMw==;

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DNQ6VMNsanX/?igsh=MXRON3IIZmh4MzVieg==
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In January 2025 Abu Keshk founded the Global Coalition for Palestine, also known as Saned?>°.
The organization began at a conference on 31 January attended by various anti-Israel and
pro-Palestinian figures. On its page Saned lists direct connections (“supporting platforms”) to:

Soumoud Convoy (2 sall 4188) — the convoy that left Algeria for Rafah in June 2025.
March to Gaza.

Freedom Flotilla Coalition.

Women’s Boat to Gaza.

vk wNe

“Stop Gaza Starvation” campaign.

‘ /.’ / , [/' ”",
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Saned connections

Sotiris Lapieris

Sotiris Lapieris is a Greek academic and activist who serves as a researcher at Panteion
University of Social and Political Sciences. His research interests include Marxism and state
structures. Lapieris is notable for his involvement in political struggles, including as a member
of BDS Greece and as a participant in pro-Palestinian and anti-imperialist activism. He is active
as a writer and commentator on contemporary political issues and is particularly engaged in
supporting resistance struggles and solidarity with the Palestinian people.

In 2022 he was arrested while serving as a member of the Halandri city council and leading
political activist during a demonstration on environmental and human-rights issues in Greece.

39 https://sanedps.com; https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571697525977



According to eyewitness reports and visual evidence, he confronted police and was violently
beaten and arrested solely because, according to him, he protested against the rough
treatment of other demonstrators. Lapieris and his supporters rejected all accusations,
emphasizing that this was an act of repression aimed at deterring democratic activity,
particularly as he operated within a public institution meant to oversee police arbitrariness. The
incident sparked a wave of solidarity from civil society and highlighted the public struggle for
freedom of demonstration and protection of basic civil rights.*°

Greek police violence

He participates in and moderates events supporting Gaza and the Palestinian people®!. Sotiris
also took part in the “March to Gaza” organized by Global March to Gaza, where he was seen
alongside Paris Laftsis; upon arrival at the airport Lapieris was detained for about 11 hours and
then released®?.

40 https://www.laiki-enotita.gr/2023/10/23/na-athoothei-o-sotiris-lapieris-kai-oloi-oi-adika-syllifthentes-

sti-diadilosi-tis-28-7-2/;  https://www.avgi.gr/koinonia/421030_i-stigmi-poy-htypane-ypopsifio-dimarho-
halandrioy

41 https://www.aristerorevma.gr/archives/27480

42 https://www.lifo.gr/now/greece/march-gaza-greece-sto-kairo-paramenoyn-akoma-oi-ellines-poy-
symmetehoyn-stin-apostoli




Greek delegation participating in the march

In March 2025 Lapieris participated in an assembly in Athens marking “Jerusalem Day.” The
assembly included a representative from the Iranian embassy in Greece and Khaled Barakat
(member of the executive committee of the Masar Badil movement), who joined via video
call®. Organizers intended to include a Hamas representative but Israeli authorities intervened
and exerted heavy pressure to prevent it.

4 https://masarbadil.org/2025/03/5623/
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Assembly marking Jerusalem Day

According to the official website of Masar Badil, the report on the event emphasised solidarity
and resistance**°, Speeches were delivered by lawyer Yannis Rahiotis and Sotiris Lapieris,
member of BDS Greece. Khaled Barakat remarked that the day reminds us that the crimes of
the Zionist entity in Palestine and the region will not go unanswered; he called for a united
struggle to protect the rights, dignity and resources of peoples and noted that more and more
people are now understanding the nature of the common enemy: the murderous colonial
project “Israel.” He stressed that the Palestinian cause is the cause of everyone in the world
who fights for justice and freedom and called for unity of all forces opposing imperialism,
Zionism and fascism. A representative of the Front Against Imperialism, Constantina Karsiotis,
highlighted the need for a front in Greece to support the axis of resistance with organized and
serious action. The organizing committee noted that the absence of a Hamas representative
was due to intervention by the “Zionist entity.” World Jerusalem Day, chosen to inaugurate the

44 “Athens marks Jerusalem Day: solidarity and resistance will not stop until full liberation.”

https://masarbadil.org/2025/03/5623/
4 https://masarbadil.org/2025/03/5623/
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association, was presented as a day of struggle against American-European-Zionist imperialism,
reinforcing the message that solidarity and resistance will continue until full liberation.

Khaled Barakat at Jerusalem Day in Athens via video call

On the afternoon of 7 October Lapieris posted on Facebook praising the attack in Israel,
commending the resistance and terror organisations, quoting the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and expressing support for Hezbollah, which he called “the
backbone of the resistance in the Middle East.” In the post he wrote:

“Gaza has fled! This morning, from the largest open-air prison in the world, the
Palestinian resistance launched the operation ‘Attack on al-Aqgsa’. It is difficult to
describe the escape of the people when their jailers are among the strongest armies
in the world! All resistance forces in Gaza are participating in the operation, calling for
an uprising in the West Bank. Ramallah has already taken to the streets and
rejoiced! As the PFLP says: ‘Today the nature of the conflict is restored and the
honour of the Arab nation is preserved.’ Days after the anniversary of the

Yom Kippur War, the operation restores faith in the power of the resistance after a
series of defeats. The message from Gaza to the West Bank in the bloodiest year of
the last twenty years is clear: the West Bank is not alone. The message to the Arab
nations is also clear: the resistance continues. Do not be partners to the corrupt
elites that continue normalization under the Abraham Accords Trump-style! The
message to the most extreme elements of the Zionist right currently controlling Israel
in the Netanyahu—Ben-Guvir coalition is also clear: the expansion of illegal
settlements will not be accepted passively. The oppression in the West Bank, the
gradual takeover of East Jerusalem and the aim to turn Palestinian lands into
‘Bantustans’ will not be a walk in the park. And thoughts of escalation against
Hezbollah — the backbone of the resistance in the Middle East — will not materialize
easily, for Israel would have to fight on two fronts! It is also a message to all the



democratic voices multiplying within Israel, who understand that the political
imbalance is the result of an occupation policy that has been operating for a year
even against the more ‘moderate’ parts of Zionism. In a historical coincidence, today
is the anniversary of the great uprising at Auschwitz, when Greek, Polish and Soviet
Jews rose up against their Nazi captors. The uprising may have been suppressed and
few survived, but the call by Joseph Baruch of Corfu remains the motto of freedom
for all peoples: ‘So, will there or will there not be the twofold [that we spoke
about]?’ The response of the occupying forces will be harsh. Solidarity must be
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Sotiris Lapi
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HFAZA ANEAPAZE!

THUEPA TO TIpWL, amnd Ta e8adn TG HeYaliTERT) QVoLXTIS GUAAKNG TTOV KOoWO, efamollBnKe
anéd g duvdpeg tne Nakawotwviakng Avtiotaong H emyelpnon "EniBeon ote Ak-Axkoa".

Elval adlvatov va iepypadel ) anddpaon evée Aaol, 0Tav o deopodUAakag Tow eivat and Toug
O oY UPOoLS oTpatols atov Koouo!

LIV EMYEIPNOT OUMPETEXEL TO 0UVOA0 Twy Suvapewy Tng Avtiotaong tng ladag, kat
ancuBivouv kakeoua eonkwpol oty Autikr ‘Oydn.

H PapaAia g Avtikng Oxéing ndn exet Pyer otoug Spopoug kat mavnyupilet!

Onwe avadépet 1o Adiko MEtwmo ya v AnteAeuBepwon tng MNaiaotivng (PFLP) "Inuepa
anokadiotaral n ¢lor NS auyKpouong Kal n aklompénela tow Apafiol Aaol".

Alyeg pépeg LeTd TV EMETELD TOU TIoAENoL Tow MNop Kimolp, n eruyxeipnon "EniBeon oto AA-
Akod", dnwe kat 1dre, avasuykpotel tny niotn atny Sovaun e AvrioTaonsg, HETA anod guveyeic
nrra.

To pivepa and my fada meog v Avtikn 0xBn, oTnv mo apatofapuevn xpovia Tng
tehevtalag ewooacetiag, eivat £ekaBapo: n Autiky) Oyxn dev ival povn te.

To prvupa tpog Toug apafkoug Anoug eivat emiong £exaBapo: n Avtiotaon cuveyiletat. Mnv
ylvete auvévoyol pe TG efwvnuéveg eAit, mou ouveyilou e Sladikaolee opaionoinong, oto
povonat twy Tpaprmkwy Zupdwwwy tou ARpady !

To prvupa mpog ta AoV axkpaia oTolxela Tou akpadefio Lwviopol Tow Kugapyouy oo
Kpartog tou lopanA onjuepa, oTny guppayia Netaviayou-Mnev MkBip eivat emiong §exkabapo:

H EMEKTAOM TOL TAPAVOROU eMoKIopoU dev Ba avryetwri{etal madnTika.

H katanieon ™¢ Autikig Oxong, n otadlaxn Kataktnar e AVATOAKNG IEpoUTaAn, 0 OTOX0G
perarpomic Twv NaraweTviakwy Edadpwv o Mnavtouotay, dev Ba elval nepinatog oto dacog.

Kat ot okéelg yla khpdakwen evaviiov tne Xeurnohdy, autng e payoxKokailac e
Avtiotaong otnv Méon Avator, Ssv Ba pnopeéoouv va yivouv sikoha ipaén, wa 1o 1o lopani
Ha mpenel va moAeunoet o S00 peTwnal

Elval ki £va univupa mpog g dSnpokpatikes dwveg ou mAnBaivouy evog tou Kpatoug tou
lopanh, KaL oL oToieg KatavooUv OTL N EKTEOTIN TIoU CUMBAIVEL EVTOS TOU KPATOUS ETIOIKLOTWV,
elvatl yévwnua e avtinyng katak o ow 8w kat éva ypdvo erufArAeral Kot evavtiov Twv
"Hetplonabuwv" MAsUpLY Tow Siwviopon,

YE pa mounpla mng otopiag, orjpeEpa EVatl ) ENETEI0S TG Meyaing e€Eyepong tou Aouafirg,
mow ‘EAAnveg, MoAwvoi kat Zofietikol Efpaiot e§anélvoav evavtiov Twv vadl Seapoduiaky
Toug. Mmopel 1 e£€yepon va KATECSTAAN, UMopel va emednaav eAAYLCTOL A0 000UC CUMMETEAY,
6uwe 1o oUvnua pe o omolo, olpdwva pe Tov Bplio, o Keprupaiog lwordp Bapoldy £dwoe v
fvapln g efvepnong, napapéver {wuravd yia dAoug Tou Aaois:

"Pg, Ba yivel i dev Ba ylver 1o vTou nou Aéyapse?”

H anavinon twv duvdpewy katoxng 8a eivatl oxAnpn. H alinieyvin npénel va opyavwBei!
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