
Introduction to 
the Israeli 
Import Reform

The Import Reform

The import reform focuses on changing the methods of regulating imports into Israel,

moving to declaration-based permits instead of inspections-based permits, for a

significant number of products while increasing post-market surveillance and shifting

the responsibility for the safety of products to the importers. 

The Israeli Ministry of Economy and Industry, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of

Health and the Ministry of Energy, are leading this reform. It applies to goods that are

subject to mandatory standardization, energy efficiency, and food and cosmetics.
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It must be noted that the introduction above is for informational purposes only and should not be
misconstrued as a binding document. If the above contradicts Israeli law, in any manner, the law
prevails.



1. The possibility of relying on international standardization will provide better access to

global products and allow dealers to increase the variety of goods offered to Israeli

consumers.

2. Reduction of direct costs for imported goods and go-to-market time due to the

possibility to declare on meeting regulation criteria.

3. According to our assessments, the savings in expenses for importers derived from

implementing this reform will exceed 10% in a large variety of products. We expect that

these savings will be passed on to the domestic market and lower the prices of goods for

the consumers.

4. The implementation of the reform includes follow-up steps such as surveys regarding its

effect, based on SCM (Standard Cost Model).

The expected benefits from the reform are:
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Solution

The transition of over 80% of imports of products subject to mandatory standards to
declaration of conformity-based import tracks. The division of the standards between
the different categories is published on the Ministry of Economy and Industry's website. 
An additional International Standards track allows release of imported goods by
presenting a declaration of compliance with an international standard which is adopted
in Israeli mandatory standard, along with a type certificate from any accredited
laboratory all over the world. This track became possible through the adoption of
international standardization into the Israeli standardization. In this track, the importer
will undertake the completion of labelling requirements according to Israeli law and
adoption of the goods to the local electricity grid. In this track, 299 standards (positive
list) were included and are published on the Ministry of Economy and Industry’s website.
In addition, since the reform entered into force, the list is being updated and is regularly
expanding. 
Importers who have imported goods within the scope of the mandatory standard are
obliged to have a product technical file for the model as defined in the law, whether in
the inspection track (category 1), declaration tracks (category 2 and 3), or in the
international track. The technical file shall include all documents attesting to compliance
with the standards, detailing the shipments of the goods imported and through which
distribution channels are marketed. Additionally, any technical information about the
goods, and complaints/inquiries received by the importer, should be included in the
technical file. There are cases, mostly referring to goods which are not intended for sale,
in which a technical file is not required, according to the list included in section 2(l)(c) the
Import and Export Ordinance [New Order], 5739 – 1979.

Up until June 2022, a significant part of products were required for inspections of every
shipment since they were included in category 1 of the Import and Export Order (Import
Groups). Other products were included in category 2 in which only type approval certificate
and declaration of conformity are required, or in category 3 that was already subject to a
solely conformity declaration based permit. The essence of the reform was the transfer of
most of the products from category 1 to categories 2 or 3. This step in the reform entered
into force on June 1st, 2022.

The main changes made in the field of standardization are:

1.

2.

3.

Implementation of the reform in the field of standardization
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Solution

There are four categories for import inspection, according to the risk level of products

subjected to mandatory standards. After the reform, the procedure for each category is as

follows:

·Category 1 - goods with the highest risk level: the condition for receiving approval of the

Commissioner of Standardization for goods in this category is a type certificate and an

inspection of each shipment.

·Category 2 - goods at a medium risk level: the condition for receiving approval of the

Commissioner of Standardization for goods in this category is a type certificate and the

importer's declaration of conformity stating that the products in the routine shipments are

identical with the approved sample and conform with the requirements of the applicable

standards.

·Category 3 - goods at a low risk level: the condition for receiving approval of the

Commissioner of Standardization for goods in this category is the importer's declaration of

conformity only.

·Category 4 - goods designated only for industrial usage and not for a consumer: release of

these goods is not subject of approval of any mandatory standard.

The International Standards track enables release of imported goods as detailed below:

1.Submitting an importer's declaration of conformity and a test certificate issued by an ILAC

member accredited laboratory, or issued by SII's (Standards Institution of Israel's)

laboratories.

2.Importer's obligation for marking as required by Israeli law and for compatibility with the

Israeli electricity grid.

The positive list published at the Ministry's website refers to documents which should be

attached to the importer's declaration. 
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Solution

In 2015, the Israeli government approved a reform on non-sensitive food, based on the

method of import permits based on "declarations instead of inspections". 

The current food reform deals mainly with sensitive food. Sensitive food includes, for example,

meat and its products, fish and its products, infant formulas, and dairy products. The reform

entered into force on January 1st, 2023.

The food reform includes three main aspects:

1.The legislation establishes a direct reference to the European regulations, adopting

European regulations on chemical and biological pollutants, pesticide residues, and mercury

compound residues. 

The above does not apply to raw meat, raw milk, fresh eggs in their shell, and honey. Also, the

European regulation of pesticide residues will not apply to fresh fruits and vegetables.

2.The law establishes a possibly of obtaining permits based on declaration for a significant

part of the sensitive food. The declaration track will be open for importers who will be

compliant with the Israeli law, including registration in the Food Service designated registry,

and have a quality and safety control plan for every product that is imported through the

European track with an obligation of the importer to implement it.  

Products that are excluded from the reform: Designated food, nutritional supplements, infant

formula, meat and its products, fish and fish products, eggs and egg products, alcoholic

beverages, dairy products from unpasteurized milk, and leaves of the Khat plant.

3. The law establishes a path to cancelling official Israeli food standards. Some of the Israeli

food standards have already been cancelled and more will be cancelled in 2024 and in 2026.

Implementation of the reform in the field of food
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Solution

The reform in the field of cosmetics, which will begin to be implemented on January 1st, 2023,
aims at adopting the principals of the European regulation, by updating the Israeli regulation
and reducing bureaucracy. 

The main changes established by the reform in cosmetics are:

1. The reform includes a general adoption of European Regulation subject to the regulator's
discretion to adopt national deviations. Goods that will be eligible to be included in the
reform, will be imported to Israel subject to compliance of the importer in the domestic laws'
requirements such the appointment of a person or an organization that will be registered as a
"responsible person". This part of the reform will enter into force on April 1st, 2023.  

2.The reform reduces bureaucracy in applications for an import license in parallel import of
goods, such as an omission the requirement of documents originating from a manufacturer.
This reform entered into force on January 1st, 2023, and will permit goods that the Israeli
Competent Authority approved as like product to a product already imported legally to Israel.
The fourth addendum (number B1) to the Pharmacist Ordinance [New Version], 5741 - 1981
lists the products to which this track will apply. 

3.All import regulatory tracks that were exist before the reform will be available for at least
another four years after January 1st, 2023. 
 

Implementation of the reform in the field of cosmetics
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Solution

Sources of information:

General website - the import reform: The Import Reform

The reform website: import reform - Import Reform-official standardization
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https://govextra.gov.il/economy/import/reform/
https://www.gov.il/he/departments/topics/standardization-import-reform/govil-landing-page
https://www.gov.il/he/departments/topics/standardization-import-reform/govil-landing-page

