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July 28, 2024
His Excellency

Mr. Antonio Guterres
Secretary-General
United Nations

New York

Excellency,

Since the beginning of the war in Gaza following the horrendous terror attack by
Hamas on October 7%, it has become abundantly clear that UNWOMEN ignores the
suffering of Israeli women, thereby failing both Israeli women, and its mandate as the
UN body tasked with protecting and advocating for all women internationally. This is
a reprehensible moral failure.

Under Executive Director Dr. Sima Bahous' stewardship, UNWOMEN has
consistently shown blatant disregard for atrocities committed against Israeli women.
UNWOMEN has ignored sexual attacks committed by Hamas on Israeli women on
October 7%, UNWOMEN has failed to condemn the brutal treatment by Hamas of
Israeli women hostages held in captivity, despite overwhelming evidence of their
suffering. A simple review of the X accounts of UNWOMEN and of Dr. Bahous
reveals a total disregard for the suffering of Israeli women.

Recently, we witnessed a vivid example of this one-sided approach. Several
photographs of young Israeli women abducted by Hamas on October 7% held in
Hamas captivity were published in the Israeli and international media. One of them,
Naama Levi, was shown with a swollen eye and other young women were shown
obviously intimidated. UNWOMEN chose not to relate or refer to these terrible
images.

Moreover, in a special press conference of UNWOMEN representative to the
Palestinians, Ms. Maryse Guimond (New York, July 18), when specifically asked
about the treatment of Israeli women by the armed Palestinian terror groups, Guimond
avoided answering the question, willfully ignoring the aforementioned photographs.
UNWOMEN X accounts from the last two months include many tweets on the
situation of women in Gaza, but silence about the suffering of Israeli women.

Israeli women are simply invisible for UNWomen: the 17 young Israeli women held
in captivity by Hamas, the tens of thousands of Israeli women displaced from their
homes on Israel's northern and southern borders because of the attacks by Hamas and
Hezbollah, the Israeli mothers who are waiting for the return of their loved ones, held
in Hamas captivity for over nine months.
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I attach here pictures of the young Israeli women held in Hamas captivity that were
published recently to remind you that Israeli women deserve
acknowledgment from the UN and UNWOMEN.

Finally, I would like to underscore that in the past, Israel has supported the activity of
UNWOMEN, we served as members of the board of UNWOMEN, and we pursued
different types of cooperation with the organization. Not anymore. We have decided
to stop all cooperation with UNWOMEN because of its one-sided and morally
bankrupt approach to Israel and the plight of Israeli women, since the war.

Sincerely,
A ?&/@l‘éﬁ)o( c@

Ambassador Amir Weissbrod
DDG for the United Nations and International Organizations, MFA

e
Dr. Sima Bahous, UNWomen Executive Director
Mr. Tor Wennesland, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process
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